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CALENDAR OF REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETINGS RELEVANT TO THE UNCSD PROCESS 

Year 2010 
 

Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers Expected Contributions to UNCSD  
September/ 

October 
27 September– 2 

October 
Astana, 

Kazakhstan 

6th Ministerial Conference on 
Environment and 

Development  (MCED6) 

ESCAP MCED 6 adopted the Ministerial Declaration on environment and 
development in Asia and the Pacific, 2010, the Astana “Green Bridge” 
Initiative, and the Regional Implementation Plan for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and the Pacific, 2011-2015.  These documents, 
particularly the Regional Implementation Plan, outline commitments made by 
countries in the region towards achieving sustainable development.  

October 11- 15  
Addis Ababa 

Ethiopia 

Seventh Africa Development 
Forum (ADF-VII). 

ECA and 
partners 

The Forum is to be held under the theme “Acting on Climate Change for 
Sustainable Development in Africa.” The overall objective of the Forum is to 
raise awareness and mobilize effective commitment and actions on the part of 
all stakeholders and partners at all levels to effectively mainstream climate 
change concerns into development policies, strategies, programmes and 
practices in Africa. ADF VII also aims to strengthen Africa’s participation in 
the international climate change negotiations with a view to ensuring that the 
continent’s concerns and priorities are adequately reflected in a post-2012 
international climate change regime. 

November Nov. 14-15 
Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

Eleventh Session of the 
Regional Coordination 

Mechanism (RCM-Africa) of 
UN Agencies and 

Organizations Working in 
Africa in Support of the 

African Union and its NEPAD 
Programme 

ECA, AUC 
and NCPA 

The 11 session of RCM Africa was held under the theme “Rio+20” with the 
view to ensuring the effective participation of the UN-System in the Africa 
preparatory process for Rio+20. The meeting provided a platform to discuss 
inter alia, global and regional preparatory activities, as well as the two themes 
of Rio+20, namely; green economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication; and the institutional framework for sustainable 
development in the Africa 

December Dec. 14 Meeting of the focal points of 
the Latin America and 
Caribbean Regional 
Coordination Mechanism on 
UNCSD 

ECLAC The purpose of this meeting is to exchange information on the regional 
preparations for UNCSD and ensure a coordinated process.  
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Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers Expected Contributions to UNCSD  
Dec 15-16 Meeting of Government-

designated experts of Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
preparatory to Rio+20: a green 
economy in the context of 
sustainable development and 
poverty eradication and the 
institutional framework for 
sustainable development 

ECLAC The meeting is intended to provide countries of the region with a forum to 
discuss two themes that, further to General Assembly res olution 64/236, will 
be the focus of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. 

Dec 15-16 Regional Workshop on Trade 
and Environment: 
Developing the Environmental 
Goods and Services Sector in 
the Arab Region  
for Transformation into a 
Green Economy  

 

ESCWA, LAS 
and UNEP 

Develop concepts of green economy and build consensus regarding its 
component in the Arab region and identify the policy mix capable of 
developing such an economy in the region 

Dec. 19-20 
Cairo, Egypt 

 

The 22nd regular ses sion of the 
Council of Arab Ministers 

Responsible for the 
Environment (CAMRE), Cairo 

ESCWA, LAS 
and partners 

The meeting will bring together Arab ministers of environment to discuss 
diverse environmental policy issues. A session will be coordinated by 
ESCWA on green economy during the meeting.  

 
 

Year 2011 
 

Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers  Expected Contributions to UNCSD 
January 13-14 Jan, 

Santiago, Chile 
Meeting of Executive 

Secretaries of the Regional 
Commissions 

ECLAC, as 
coordinator o f 
the regional 
commissions 
for 2010-2011  

This meeting will provide an opportunity for regional commissions to share 
experiences in the preparation to UNCSD and reach joint positions on 
relevant issues. 

 26-29 January, 
Santiago Chile 

Regional Seminar on Fiscal 
Policy 

ECLAC, IMF, 
World Bank, 

IDB, OECD  

The issue of environmental tax reforms will be discussed. 

 26-27 January 3rd Roundtable on Sustainable  
Consumption and Production 

Patterns 

UNEP/ROWA
, CEDARE 

and ESCWA 

ESCWA will be coordinating the Green Economy component during the 
workshop as well as implementation of the Arab regional SCP strategy will 
be discussed during the meeting  
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Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers  Expected Contributions to UNCSD 
February  8-9 February, 

Santiago, Chile 
Meeting of the Latin 

American and Caribbean 
Regional Coordination 

Mechanism (UN-System 
Agencies) 

ECLAC At this meeting, heads of agencies will share information and deliberate on 
joint initiatives in preparation for UNCSD.  

 14-16 February 
Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

Workshop on institutional and 
strategic frameworks for 
Sustainable developm ent 

ECA in 
collaboration 
with partners 

The main objective of the workshop is to examine and adequately define the 
institutional framework for sustainable development in Africa, taking into 
account existing institutions at regional and subregional levels. It is also 
intended to examine institutions, policies and strategies for sustainable 
development at national level, taking into account the extent to which such 
institutions incorporate key requirements of sustainable development. The 
workshop outputs will inform the Africa report on institutional framework for 
sustainable development. 

 17-18 February 
Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

Workshop on regional 
indicator framework for 
sustainable development 

ECA in 
collaboration 
with partners  

The workshop will review and adopt a regional sustainable development 
indicator framework that covers the economic, social, environmental and 
institutional dimensions, to be used in systematically measuring and tracking 
progress on sustainable development in the region. 

 24-25 February, 
Santiago, Chile 

Metropolitan Sustainable 
Development in Latin 

America and the Caribbean 

ECLAC- 
Helmholtz, 
Germany 

This meeting will address issues related to urban adaptation to climate change 
and indicators of urban sustainability. 

 Feb - March, tbd 
Bangkok, Thailand  

Special session of Asia Pacific  
Regional Coordination 

Mechanism 

ESCAP The session is to share the plans of UNCSD preparatory activities among UN 
agencies in the AP region, and to discuss necessary coordination.  

March Date tbd 
Geneva or 

Copenhagen 

RCM Thematic Working 
Group on Climate Change, 

Spring 2011 

ECE Interagency action plan on climate change mitigation and adaptation in the 
ECE region 

 1-3 March 
Geneva 

Inland Transport Committee ECE Updated review of how transport contributes to sustainable development in 
the UNECE countries (most likely a final draft will be available at that stage). 

 7-9 March  
Tel Aviv, Israel 

International conference on 
“Promoting Eco -Innovation: 
Policies and Opportunities” 

ECE in 
cooperation 

with the 
Government of 

Israel 

The conference will provide a forum for discussion and exchange of 
experiences and lessons learned among policy-makers, other experts and 
practitioners on how innovation policies can contribute to address 
environmental challenges. The Chairperson’s summary containing the main 
conclusions can be an input to UNCSD. 

 Mar 24-29 
Addis Ababa 

44 th Session of the Economic 
Commission for Africa 

ECA The session is to be held under the theme: "Governing Development in 
Africa." The meeting will be held jointly with the AU Conference of 
Ministers of Economy and Finance.   

 29-31 March 64 th session of the Economic ECE Outcome of high level segment debate on regional integration and 
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Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers  Expected Contributions to UNCSD 
Geneva Commission for Europe cooperation for sustainable development  

April 7-8 April  

Venue to be 
confirmed 

Sixth Meeting of the UNECE 
Steering Committee on 

Education for Sustainable 
Development 

ECE The Steering Committee will evaluate progress by member States in the 
implementation of the ESD Strategy and adopt the work plan for phase III of 
the Strategy. The meeting will also discuss a more specific contribution to the 
Rio+20 process, as ESD is an important cross-cutting issue within the 
sustainable development agenda. 

 Colombia 

Dates tbd 

Meeting on Ecoefficient 
Urban Infraestructure 

ECLAC-
ESCAP-UN-
HABITAT 

This meeting will discuss urban green growth and the carbon footprint of 
cities. 

May 19 -25 May 
Bangkok, Thailand 

 

67 th Session of the 
Commission 

ESCAP The topic, as selected by the 66th Session of the Commission in 2010, will be 
“Beyond the crises: long-term perspectives on social protection and 
development” 

 May, tbd 
Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Asia Pacific Regional 
Consultation on UNCSD  

ESCAP This concurrent event will be held during the 67th Session of the Commission, 
and deliberate on regional perspectives  on the green economy in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication in ESCAP region.  

September 21-23 September 
Astana 

Seventh "Environment for 
Europe" Ministerial 

Conference 

ECE Greening the economy is one of the two main conference themes. 
Environment ministers and other high -level participants from the ECE region 
will, inter alia, explicitly address the question how the “Environment for 
Europe” process can contribute to outcomes on green economy in the context 
of UNCSD 2012 (Rio+20). 

 Dates and venue 
tbd 

ECLAC  regional preparatory 
conference for UNCSD  

ECLAC and 
partners 

The meeting is expected to review the implementation of A21, PFIA21 and 
JPOI; and address regional positions on ‘Green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication’; institutional framework for 
sustainable development and other expected UNCSD outcomes. 

October October 2011 ( 
dates tbc) 

Arab/Western Asia Regional 
PrepCom  

ESCWA and 
partners 

ESCWA is also working at facilitating the adoption of a resolution on Green 
Economy at the regional level and to this end collaborating closely with ECA.  

 October 2011 ESCWA regional preparatory 
conference for UNCSD in 
conjunction with the Joint 
Committee on Environment 
and Development in the Arab 
Region (JEDAR) 

ESCWA and 
partners 

The JCEDAR session would discuss the findings and recommendations of the 
Arab/Western Asia Regional PrepCom  that will be held prior to the session..  

 October/ 
November 2011 

ESCAP Committee on 
Environment  and 
Development 

ESCAP Dates to be confirmed 

 10-14 October Joint session of the UNECE 
Timber Committee and the 

ECE/FAO Action Plan on the Role of the Forest Sector in a Green Economy. The Action 
Plan is intended to provide policymakers with ideas for ways and means of 
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Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers  Expected Contributions to UNCSD 
Antalya, Turkey FAO European Forestry 

Commission  
improving and promoting the forest sector’s contribution to a green economy. 
It could be presented to UNCSD as a practical contribution to greener 
economies in the ECE region.   

November Dates and venue 
tbd 

ECA regional preparatory 
conference for UNCSD  

ECA and 
partners 

The meeting is expected to review the implementation of A21, PFIA21 and 
JPOI. The conference will also deliberate on regional reports on the green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication in 
Africa, and new and emerging challenges to advancing Africa’s sustainable 
development agenda. The meeting is expected to adopt a regional review 
report and African consensus statement on sustainable development, as the 
main inputs to UNCSD. 

December The 23rd  regular 
session of Council 
of Arab Ministers 

Responsible for the 
Environment 

(CAMRE), Cairo 

ESCWA , LAS and partners Date to be 
confirmed 

Review and endorsement of Arab Regional Preparation results. 

 1-2 December 
or 

7-8 December 
Geneva 

ECE Regional Preparatory 
Meeting for UNCSD 

ECE The meeting will assess the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the 
implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable 
development in the ECE region. It will also identify new and emerging 
challenges for the region. The meeting will furthermore address the two main 
themes of UNCSD from the perspective of the ECE region, namely the green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication 
and the institutional framework for sustainable development. 

 
Year 2012 

 
Month Dates and Venue Name of Meeting Organizers  Expected Contributions to UNCSD 
January January 2012  

Bangkok, Thailand 
 

Second Asia-Pacific Water 
Summit 

Asia-Pacific 
Water Forum 
and Thailand 

Dates to be confirmed.  More information is expected after the 8th Governing 
Council Meeting in Singapore on 6 December 2010 

First 
Trimester 

To be determined 34 th Period of Sessions ECLAC ECLAC will present a document at the meeting which will address topics that 
are relevant for Rio+20; Member States may adopt relevant institutional 
decisions. 

 To be determined 
(expected shortly 

before Third 
Prepcom) 

Regional meeting  ECLAC This meeting will provide an opportunity for exchange among LAC countries 
prior to the UNCSD. 
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