
RCNYO, 26/08/2010 

Concept Note 
 

High-Level Summit on the MDGs 20-22 September 2010 
Side Event organized by the Regional Commissions 

 
Title:  The Millennium Development Goals: A Decade of Achievements and Challenges at 
the Regional Level 
 
Venue: CR 2 North Lawn building 
Date: 20 September 2010 
Time:  1500-1800 hours  
 
Panellists and discussants: The Executive Secretaries of the five Regional Commissions, 
Special Guest Speakers and Ministerial-level representatives from one or more countries in 
each region. 
 
Expected outcomes:   

a) An enhanced understanding of the vital role of regional cooperation in accelerating 
progress on the achievement of the MDGs. 

b) An exchange of best practices, including policies and initiatives at the regional, sub-
regional and national level that can be replicated to accelerate progress towards the 
achievement of the MDGs.   

 
Background and Description: 
Over the past few years the world has struggled to overcome the effects of multiple crises, 
namely the financial, food, and energy crises, and ensure that progress towards meeting the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is not hampered.  At the regional and sub-regional 
level, different initiatives have supported the efforts of countries to meet the MDGs.  Many 
countries have made good progress towards meeting some of the goals, while there is a long 
way to go in the case of others. Although each region has to address a different set of 
challenges in order to achieve the MDGs by 2015, the exchange of best practices within 
regions and across regions is critical for accelerating progress towards the MDGs.  
  
During this side-event, the Executive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions will present 
the key achievements and main challenges to meeting the MDGs in their respective regions 
over the past decade.  They will highlight best practices, namely policies and initiatives that 
have been successful at the national, sub-regional, or regional level, to accelerate progress 
towards one or more MDGs.  The presentations will also outline the actions taken by each 
Commission to strengthen regional cooperation and coordination to accelerate progress on 
the achievement of the MDGs and their role in supporting South-South cooperation for 
meeting the MDGs. Ministers and other high-level representatives from each region will act 
as discussants and provide their country or organization perspective on the outlook for the 
MDGs, and their expectations from the UN system in the years ahead, particularly the 
Regional Commissions through actions at the regional and subregional levels.  
 
Target Audience: 
Through panel presentations and interactive dialogue this event will provide a forum for the 
exchange of knowledge and best practices.  The primary target audience is member States of 
the United Nations, but representatives of international organizations, civil society, and 
academia are encouraged and welcomed to participate.  


