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Addressing the special needs of the most vulnerable 
 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Distinguished guests, 
 
 
  I welcome the opportunity to speak for ESCWA, its 
member countries and the most vulnerable in my region. 
Given the presence of post-conflict and conflict countries, 
vulnerabilities in the ESCWA region extend beyond the 
geographic and economic definitions - applying to Sudan 
and Yemen - to the social, environmental and political 
dimension.  
 
 
  Since the adoption of the Millennium Declaration in 
2000, governments, businesses, academics and civil 
society have been working together to achieve the MDGs. 
This is no easy task and sizable investments in both 
physical and human capital are required in developing 
countries that do not have the necessary resources.  
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 To address the needs of the poorest countries, the 
resource gap needs to be tackled primarily. Official 
development aid has been limited, intermittent, and 
unevenly distributed between the conflict-affected 
countries. For example, Sudan and Yemen received very 
limited amounts in relation to their population and their 
needs. It is therefore of utmost importance that we 
commit to the implementation of Goal 8 and provide 
sustained assistance to the vulnerable.      
 
 
 In order to better identify the special needs of the 
most vulnerable, individuals, communities and societies 
must play an active role in the process. Effective “socio-
economic environment scans” and early warning systems 
can be established to pick up trends and changes, as early 
as possible. These should be used to develop inclusive 
social policies mainstreaming efforts made by the 
international community and local stakeholders in order 
to better define and address the needs of vulnerable and 
marginalized groups. It is persistent inequity and 
exclusion that contribute to lack of security. 
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 To break the cycle of poverty, political and economic 
exclusion and civil violence, chronically high 
unemployment needs to be addressed. Being 
disadvantaged in terms of employment and in terms of 
access to education puts, in particular, youth at risk, as it 
reinforces poverty, exclusion and propensity to violence. 
Youth policies should be at the core of any circuit-
breaking strategy, especially in my region having a very 
young population. 
 
 
 During processes of demographic, political, social 
and economic transition, populations are vulnerable every 
day in securing their basic human needs. Transitional 
dynamics have destabilizing repercussions on institutional 
development efforts, thus they need to be addressed 
jointly by the international community. For example, 
direct support to the LDCs that are suffering from severe 
monetary and fiscal constraints can be most effective in 
view of the present global economic situation.  
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 As for the developmental potential of humanitarian 
assistance, disaster relief and peace-building efforts, 
national ownership is of primary concern. Peace building 
can have beneficial long-term implications by 
emphasizing early on strengthening rule of law, social 
justice, and institutional frameworks.  
 
 
 The United Nations Regional Commissions, 
including ESCWA, have a comparative advantage in this 
area. Their in-depth knowledge of their regions can 
inform decision- and policy-making by the international 
community at large. As partners, they can ensure 
ownership by the local communities and therefore 
increase the development potential of all humanitarian 
action taken.  
 
 
 To ensure that new and existing commitments are 
adequately met, concerted action is more important now 
than ever before. The present global economic crisis in 
itself is a challenge to achieving the MDGs by 2015. 
Facing this challenge requires strong collective action, 
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political will at the national level and support from the 
regional and international communities.  
 
 
 A regional MDG coordination mechanism bringing 
together ESCWA, the League of Arab States and other 
stakeholders can help monitor achievements and setbacks 
and identify action needed to accelerate progress. The 
third Arab Report on the MDGs prepared jointly by the 
League of Arab States and eleven UN agencies and 
coordinated by ESCWA is a step in this direction. 
  
 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Distinguished guests,  
 
 
 The challenges are many, but we have many 
opportunities to act together to “make it happen” and “end 
the waiting”.  
 
I thank you.  
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