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BACKGROUND 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development stresses the importance of regional frameworks 
to facilitate the effective translation of sustainable development policies into concrete action at 
the national level. Regional discussion and cooperation can support capacity-building, 
technical cooperation and sharing of good practices, including among countries with similar 
characteristics; and facilitate access to the means of implementation and efforts towards 
consolidating regional and global partnerships for sustainable development. Similarly, the 
externalities and spill-over effects of many of the Sustainable Development Goals provide 
opportunities for regional approaches and engagement. 

Following extensive dialogue between member States and inputs from civil society 
organizations and the broader United Nations system, Asia and the Pacific was the first to 
develop a regional road map for implementing the 2030 Agenda. Adopted in March 2017 at 
the Fourth Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, the road map will facilitate 
cooperation at the regional level, and is supported by ESCAP and other UN entities through 
the Asia-Pacific Regional Coordination Mechanism. 

The road map is expected to (a) strengthen regional cooperation on priority issues as identified 
by member States; (b) enable continued and more efficient and coordinated support for member 
States; (c) and facilitate more effective knowledge sharing among countries.  

In line with the 2030 Agenda, the objective of the road map is to promote the balanced 
integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development through regional cooperation 
in a set of priority areas that support effective pursuit of sustainable development by member 
States. The priority areas of cooperation focus on the practical means of implementation in 
Data and Statistics; Technology; Finance; Policy coherence; and North-South, South-South, 
international and regional partnerships. The thematic areas of cooperation in this road map 
were chosen for their multi-sectoral impact on sustainable development, namely, Leaving no 
one behind; Disaster risk reduction and resilience; Climate change; Management of Natural 
Resources; Connectivity for the 2030 Agenda; and Energy. 



The road map places particular emphasis on supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
by developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, landlocked developing 
countries, small island developing States, countries in conflict situations and post-conflict 
countries and other countries with special needs. 

The event provides an opportunity to share regional and subregional views on the roadmap and 
will address opportunities for regional cooperation along the priority areas in line with the 
theme of this year’s HLPF, eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world. 

PROGRAMME 

The event will be co-hosted by ESCAP, the Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the United 
Nation and the Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United Nations. It will consist of introductory 
remarks by Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP, and welcome remarks by representatives of the Permanent 
Mission of Pakistan to the United Nations and of the Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United 
Nations. Other scheduled speakers include Ms. Wardarina, Asia-Pacific Forum on Women, 
Law and Development, and Co-Chair of the Asia-Pacific Regional CSO Engagement 
Mechanism, and representatives of ESCAP members. 

The tentative programme of the briefing is as follows: 

Introduction 
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive 
Secretary of ESCAP  

Welcome remarks 
Representative of the Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the United Nations 

Representative of the Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United Nations 
 
Discussant 
Ms. Wardarina, Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development / Co-Chair of Asia  
 

Remarks from Member States 

Q&A  

 

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information please contact: 

Mr. Amr Nour, Director, Regional Commissions New York Office, nour@un.org 
Mr. Mitch Hsieh, Secretary of the Commission, ESCAP, hsieh@un.org 


