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development challenges. 
 
Recognizing ESCAP’s catalytic role in delivering on the shared goal of a more integrated 
Asia and the Pacific, you have reaffirmed your confidence in the Commission. Through 12 
important resolutions, you have set a challenging agenda and shared a common vision for 
the regional achievement of sustainable development and the support that the secretariat 
must provide to your efforts. We thank you for this guidance and count on your continued 
support for realization of your vision. 
 
Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration, Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 
and the Sustainable Development Goals – these have been the recurring themes of the 72nd 
session. Your deliberations have underlined the interlinkages between regional cooperation 
and the 2030 Agenda, and reconfirmed the vital role of STI as a means of implementation for 
the Goals.  
 
Member States have repeatedly made the point that the 2030 Agenda is indivisible, and that 
it requires a coordinated response from the United Nations at the country, regional and 
global levels. The regional level is the bridge between the national and global levels. I assure 
you that the Commission will continue to play this bridging role in Asia and the Pacific. We 
will also strengthen coordination at the regional level, as requested by member States.   
 
Many of the issues that have been identified during this session are also being discussed at 
the global level. In this regard, and in response to General Assembly Resolution 70/247, the 
United Nations Secretariat, including the regional commissions, has contributed to the 
Report of the Secretary-General supporting implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the 
Addis Ababa Action Agenda1, currently under review by the General Assembly. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support to the Commission. With your engagement and 
leadership the secretariat stands ready to help leverage your development success for the 
next fifteen years and beyond. 
 
Conclusion 
 
To conclude, I would like to thank our Commission Bureau: the Chair, Prime Minister 
Rasulzoda, the Vice-Chairs and the chairs and secretaries of both Committees of the Whole, 
as well as the Working Group on Draft Resolutions, which this year literally worked around 
the clock in a great spirit of flexibility and cooperation. 
 
Allow me, also, to thank my secretariat staff, the colleagues you have been seeing this past 
week and those who have been working for months to ensure the smooth running of the 
session.  
 
The Secretary of the Commission, his team, the conference support staff, interpreters, 
security staff, my own office and every other part of the ESCAP team are an example of the 
professionalism that I am extremely proud to recognize because such an intense week 
requires meticulous preparations and commitments. 
 
Finally I would like to thank each and every delegate for making the 72ndCommission session 
such a success. I wish you all very safe return journeys, and look forward to working even 
more closely with you in the future.  
 
I thank you. 

                                                 
1 (A/70/794) 


