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Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
IMPORTANCE OF REVIEW 
I welcome the opportunity to speak at this Roundtable of the 2010 MDG Review 

Summit.  The Summit is very important because it avails the international 

community the opportunity to assess progress that has been made since the 

MDGs were adopted ten years ago and with five years remaining to reach the 

target date of 2015.  The adoption of the MDGs in 2010 were a spur to action and 

marked a new approach to tackling development through generalized 

commitment to achieve ambitious but achievable targets.  The huge interest and 

level of participation in this Review Meeting is clear evidence that our 

commitment has not waned. 

 
There can be doubt that all eight MDGs are vital for focusing attention on the real 

objective of development, which is the improvement of the human condition.  

Nevertheles, we can agree that there are none more challenging than the goals 

related to reducing poverty and hunger and promoting gender equality.  Reducing 

poverty requires fast and sustained economic growth and tackling income 

inequalities while increasing the economic, educational, health and social 

conditions of women means overcoming legal, traditional and cultural constraints 

which are not easily achievable. 

Given the levels of commitment and the challenges involved, essential to review 

evidence of progress that has been made, identify some key lessons learnt and 

what remains to be done in the remaining five years. 

REVIEW OF PROGRESS 
The evidence from all developing regions shows that there has been hard won 

progress made across nearly all the goals although it has been patchy and 

uneven in some countries.  The food, fuel and financial crisis had a particularly 

negative impact on poverty, hunger and gender equality across the world.   



 

Generally, there has been a reduction in the proportion of people living in poverty 

but due to the crisis and population increases the absolute number has grown.  

Indeed, estimates show that 64 million more people will remain in poverty as a 

fall-out of the multiple crises.  Figures released by the Food and Agricultural 

Organization just last week indicate that the number of chronically hungry people 

is estimated to fall back to less than one billion this year although we are still 

some way from halving the proportion of undernourished people in developing 

countries to 10% by 2015. 

 
Progress has also been mixed across countries and targets in Africa, which is the 

region that I am most familiar with, although there are some cheering stories 

across three categories: 

• Some countries like Ethiopia and Malawi which are not richly endowed with 

natural resources have recorded remarkable achievements.  Ethiopia has 

recorded consistently high growth rates in recent times and has already 

halved absolute poverty while Malawi has achieved food self-sufficiency. 

 
• Another category includes African countries that are global leaders in 

achieving some MDG related targets.  Rwanda for instance has the highest 

number of female parliamentarians in the world while Ghana has reduced 

hunger by nearly three-quarters with the proportion of malnourished 

people falling from 34% in 1990 to 8% today.  

•  A third category relates to targets in which there has been region-wide 

progress.  There has been an increase in labour productivity in over 84% 

of 48 countries surveyed, while 30 out of 38 African countries reduced the 

prevalence of under-nourished children.  Interestingly, gender 

mainstreaming emerged as a major part of peacebuilding processes as the 

best four performers with regard to female representation in African 

Parliaments had come out of civil conflict. African countries have also 

achieved gender parity in primary education across all its sub-regions. 



 
Despite these noteworthy achievements, the scale of the challenge to achieving 

the MDGs remains formidable, especially as Africa was the region that had the 

highest hill to climb towards reaching the targets by 2015 when the goals were 

adopted in the year 2000.  The tasks before African countries are multi-faceted.  

Recent reviews revealed that maternal mortality, a key element for women’s 

empowerment remains very high, with available evidence showing that 48% of 

global maternal deaths occur in Africa, the highest in the world.   Similarly, 

unemployment especially that of young people remains high in the face of jobless 

growth, while climate change remains a threat to growth and poverty reduction in 

Africa. 

 
LESSONS LEARNT 
The experience from across the world shows that where there has been 

commitment, innovative thinking and awareness about the goals it is possible to 

make good progress toward achieving the MDGs.  Some of the lessons and 

policy interventions that have emerged especially with regard to tackling poverty, 

hunger and gender inequality are that: 

• Sustained Growth is Crucial.  High and sustained growth rates are required 

to make meaningful progress in reducing poverty and hunger.  Efforts 

should therefore remain focused on scaling-up agricultural productivity 

and maintaining macroeconomic stability and microeconomic reforms that 

enabled resilience in several developing country regions to the effects of 

the global financial crisis. 

• Up-to-date Statistics are Necessary.  It is very hard to track progress 

especially with regard to the MDGs without up to date statistics by which 

progress can be measured.  This is particularly so in the case of Africa 

where there is a paucity of data.  This is why the Economic Commission for 

Africa established the African Centre for Statistics devoted to improving 

the quality of statistics and statistical capacity in Africa. 

• Innovative Policies Are Useful.  The evidence from cross-country studies 

reveals that innovative policies have been quite helpful in accelerating 



progress towards achieving the MDGs.  Nigeria and Uganda have used 

resources from debt relief for MDG specific interventions while countries 

like Ghana, Ethiopia, South Africa and Tanzania have introduced gender 

budgeting initiatives at various levels. 

• Advocacy Remains Important.  Advocacy has played a very important role 

in global efforts to promote the achievement of the MDGs.  Maternal 

mortality for instance remains a major development challenge in Africa and 

the launch of the Campaign on Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality 

in the continent has created awareness about the scale of the problem, 

leading to a very vigourous and extensive policy debate on the matter at 

the last African Union Summit in Kampala, Uganda. 

• Partnerships Continue to be Required.  The commitment to the MDGs was 

based on a partnership involving state and non-state actors.  Such 

cooperation entailed aid from governments, civil society organizations and 

philanthropic foundations.  There has been some waning of such support 

partly due to the global economic and financial crisis but where they have 

been carefully targeted, partnerships have yielded good progress. 

 
SCALING UP IN THE LAST LAP 
There is much more that remains to be done to achieve the MDGs across regions 

and countries.  Some required actions including the maintenance of sound and 

stable macroeconomic policies are evident just as is the need to improve national 

capacity to monitor and report on the MDGs.  Financing is also essential to scale-

up public sector investments and targeted interventions in agriculture, education, 

energy, and gender empowerment.  This would require increases in domestic 

resource mobilization as well as the continued support and engagement of the 

international community.   

 

National Plans and Strategies should continue to be MDG based and the active 

involvement of civil society organizations, the private sector and other key 

stakeholders is required to complement the efforts of governments.  Similarly, 

developing countries should take advantage of regional integration to promote 



trade and growth and learn from best practices in other countries, while the 

developed countries should play their part to promote growth in developing 

countries by unlocking the Doha Round which was launched with the promise of 

a development outcome.  

 

Finally, while reducing poverty, hunger and gender inequality are very important, 

we should bear in mind that their positive impact cannot be achieved without 

progress in the other MDGs.  This is particularly so with regard to health and 

environmental considerations with have a direct impact on growth and 

sustainable development.  We also now need to begin to think of the post-2015 

period in the sense that the targets set for the MDGs represented only desirable 

outcomes on the path to long-term development.  Our overall objective must 

remain focused on improving the lives and prospects of individuals and societies 

at large. 

 
Thank you. 


