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Dear ESs,
 
I am pleased to enclose herewith the RCNYO annual report on the work of the GA Second (Economic and 

Financial) Committee during the 72
nd

 Session (Sep. – Dec 2017). As per the last years, the report aims to 
provide the regional commissions with the most relevant information on the outcomes of the 
Second Committee’s deliberations during the seventy-second session of the UN General 
Assembly. It contains an analytical overview of the Second Committee resolutions that have 
implications for the regional commissions’ activities. The report also includes two annexes 
containing detailed information on relevant mandates for the regional commissions, where: 
 

Annex I summarizes the resolutions containing specific mandates for the regional 

commissions and resolutions of particular relevance to their activities. It may be useful, 
among others, for your Commissions’ sessions in terms of any desired or needed 
reference to global mandates; 
Annex II summarizes the resolutions containing references to regional organizations or to 

the UN system at large without specific mandates for the regional commissions or their 
activities.

 
As per the report, in total, the Second Committee adopted 42 resolutions and one decision, 12 of 
which were voted upon. This marks an increase as compared to the Committee’s previous 
session (71st), during which it adopted 36 resolutions. In comparison to the 71st session, 21 new 
resolutions have been adopted, while 11 resolutions have not been renewed. Many of those 11 
resolutions have been renamed, and the majority of their content can be found in the new 
resolutions with a slightly shifted focus.  For the majority of the 12 resolutions that were voted 
upon, the United States was the main opponent (often joined by Israel) reflecting the US 
administration broader shift in position on issues such as globalization, trade, international 
financial system and environment.    
 
The regional dimension figured prominently in this session’s Second Committee resolutions, 
indicating that Member States increasingly recognize regional dimensions and cooperation as 
important means of achieving national development goals and linking national and global efforts 
towards the achievement of internationally agreed development goals and objectives, including 



poverty eradication and sustainable development. 26 resolutions out of 42 recognize the role of 
the regional commissions, with eight additional resolutions having strong regional-level 
substance and important implications for the work of the regional commissions. The details and 
analysis of these resolutions are included in part III of the report, in addition to annex I.  
 
It would be appreciated if your front offices would circulate the attached report internally to the 
benefit and guidance of the respective colleagues in the Commissions. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Ms. Chiara Giamberardini for her work on this report and leading 
the RCNYO interns’ team for its preparation. 
 
With warm regards,
 
AN
 
Amr Nour
Director
Regional Commissions NY Office
www.regionalcommissions.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 


