
 
THE DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

 

     17 October 2018 

 

 

Excellency, 

 

I would like to update you on the process and timelines for the  

development of the Funding Compact articulated in the General Assembly  

resolution 72/279 on Repositioning of the United Nations development system  

(UNDS) in the context of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of  

operational activities for development of the United Nations system.  The  

Funding Compact is critical to maximize the impact of all change measures  

currently underway to ensure that the United Nations development system is  

more effective, cohesive and accountable in supporting countries in the  

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.   

  

As discussed in our first plenary meeting on this matter on 31 July 2018,  

we would like to take forward this effort through a Funding Dialogue that will  

include another two plenary meetings to discuss, agree and finalize mutual  

commitments and specific indicators of the Funding Compact, ahead of  

formal consideration by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its  

Operational Activities Segment of early 2019.  The plenary meetings will be  

open to all Permanent Missions, to ensure wide ownership.  

  

I will be chairing the plenary discussions on behalf of the  

Secretary-General.  The plenary discussions will be informed by background  

papers and technical inputs that will be developed in an open and consultative  

manner through a Technical Track.  This will ensure that the technical work  

relating to specific elements of the Funding Compact is effectively advanced,  

through a smaller representative group of experts from Permanent Missions and  

the United Nations system.  

 

The Technical Track will be supported by the Transition Team for  

the repositioning of the United Nations development system, the outcome of  

Technical Track meetings will be submitted to all Member States, as an input  

to the discussions in plenary.  This will allow for a more collaborative process,  

reflective of the nature of the Funding Compact, which is conceived as a joint  

endeavor – and mutual commitment – between the UNDS and Member States.   

An ECOSOC event in the fall of 2018 will also be held, with a dedicated focus  

on the Funding Compact.  

 

 

All Permanent Representatives 

  of Member States and Permanent 

  Observers to the United Nations 

New York 
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Following consultations with the President of the ECOSOC, and  

to ensure balanced representation from across the membership, we are  

proposing that the Technical Track be comprised of a group of experts  

including nineteen Member States and five representatives from the  

United Nations development system.  

 

Specifically, we are proposing that the Technical Track consists of: 

 

• the five regional representatives of the ECOSOC Bureau, namely the  

Permanent Missions of Belarus, Norway, Morocco, Philippines and  

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

 

• the top ten funding contributors to operational activities for  

development of the United Nations, according to the latest available  

data; 

 

• four experts designated, respectively, by the Chair of the Group of 77,  

the Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States, the Chair of the Group  

of Least Developed Countries and the Chair of the Group of  

Landlocked Developing Countries.  Designated experts will be  

responsible for consultations, as needed, with their respective  

constituencies. 

 

Further to this letter, our office will liaise with the concerned  

Permanent Missions to confirm their interest to take part in the Technical Track  

and identify specific individuals that will be designated to join this effort.  

 

The United Nations system will be represented in the Technical Track  

by the Assistant Secretary‑ General and Head of the UNDS Transition Team,  

Mr. Robert Piper, senior leadership from the United Nations Development  

Programme and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  As well  

as senior leadership from the United Nations Conference on Trade and  

Development and the United Nations Population Fund in their capacity as  

co‑ chairs of the Strategic Results Group on Strategic Financing of the  

United Nations Sustainable Development Group. 

  

A timeline of the process is enclosed for ease of reference.  In general  

terms, the meetings of the Technical Track are expected to be held in late  

October and early November 2018, ahead of a plenary meeting in mid-November  

2018; and in late November and early December 2018, ahead of the final Plenary  

Track meeting in mid-December 2018. 
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In addition to supporting the work of the Technical Track, the  

Transition Team for the repositioning of the United Nations development  

system will be responsible for the consolidation of inputs and feedback from  

the various consultations of the Technical Track and feedback received in  

the Plenary Track.  The team will also be responsible, under the leadership of  

the Deputy Secretary-General, for drafting the outcome of the discussions in  

the form of a Funding Compact, which will be presented to the ECOSOC  

Operational Activities Segment in 2019.  

 

I trust that this process will offer a good balance in ensuring an  

effective way forward, while providing the opportunities for all Member  

States to actively contribute to the shaping of the Funding Compact.  The  

Secretary-General and I remain deeply committed to a transparent, open and  

inclusive process in the implementation of all reform mandates.  

 

I look forward to engaging with you on this critical mandate in our  

collective journey towards the realization of the Sustainable Development  

Goals, for everyone, everywhere.  

 

 Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Amina J. Mohammed 

                Deputy Secretary-General 


