
CONCEPT NOTE
High-Level Meeting on Middle-Income Countries

December 4,2018, Trusteeship Council Chamber, UN Headquarters,
New York

Background

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that middle-income countries
still face significant challenges to achieve sustainable development and in order to ensure
that achievements made to date are sustained, efforts to address ongoing challenges
should be strengthened through the exchange of experiences, improved coordination and
better and focused support of the United Nations development system, the international
financial institutions, regional organizations and other stakeholders, (based on PP7 of the
resolution A/72/230)

The United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 72/230 entitled  Development
cooperation with middle-income countries  decided to convene a high-level meeting to
discuss the gaps and challenges of middle-income countries in the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The UN General Assembly acknowledges the
efforts and successes of many MICs in eradicating poverty, their contribution to global
and regional development and economic stability, and the importance of identifying
structural gaps to improve the understanding of development needs of developing
countries, including MICs. It is widely recognized that there is need for sustained efforts
to achieve debt sustainability within MICs in light of the high concentration of the world s
poor population in MICs, 73 per cent.

Cooperation with MICs is critical for their achievement of the SDGs and other
development goals. Resolution 67/290 emphasized that the concerns and specific
challenges of MICs should be given consideration, as appropriate, in the follow-up and
review process of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The UN GA recognizes the role of the UN development system to ensure that it addresses
MICs’ diverse development needs in a coordinated manner, including through
assessment these countries’ national priorities and needs, and take into account variables
beyond per capita income criteria. In response, the UN development system, regional
banks and multilateral financial institutions are being called upon to continue to support
MICs in their efforts to achieve development goals, and to address special challenges
facing the most vulnerable countries and specific challenges of MICs.
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MICs are key partners in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Many of these countries have much to share in their own efforts to make
progress towards the 17 sustainable development goals. However, dialogue is needed to
shape  reater partnerships to meet the challenges which these countries face and sustain
progress made to date.

OBJECTIVE

This high-level meeting is being organized to discuss the gaps and challenges of middle-
income countries in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The meeting will further facilitate ongoing exchange of experiences to support improved
coordination and better focused support of the United Nations development system, the
international financial institutions, regional organizations and other stakeholders. The
discussions are intended to create action-oriented and solutions-based recommendations
which will support MICs to build their resilience towards the attainment of the 2030
Agenda.

FORMAT
The high-level meeting will consist of an opening segment, two interactive panel
discussions, a plenary segment for general discussion, and a closing segment. The two
interactive panels will focus on the following themes:

•  Successes and challenges in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for middle-
income countries: lessons learnt from UN Funds and Programmes .

• “The role of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development .

The plenary segment will feature statements by Member States and Observers of the
General Assembly. The list of speakers will be open on Monday, 5th November 2018 and
will be established in accordance with established practices of the General Assembly. The
time limit for statement will be three minutes for individual delegations and five minutes
for statements made on behalf of a group of States.

The interactive panels will provide the platform for speakers to highlight key issues
related to the theme, highlighting experiences, expertise and perspectives. Following the
introductory remarks of the moderator, panelists will be invited to deliver their
presentations. The Moderator will the open the floor for interventions by Member States
and other participants. Discussions are intended to be interactive in nature and there will
be no pre-established list of speakers.
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PARTICIPANTS

The meeting is open to Member States, Observers of the General Assembly, the United
Nations system and relevant stakeholders.

OUTCOME

The President of the General Assembly will prepare a summary of the of the discussion,
which will inform the Secretary-General s report on the implementation of the resolution
present resolution A/72/230.

Key Questions
Participants may wish to consider the following questions to guide their interactions in
the panels:

« How best can the UNDS, MFIs and Regional Banks respond to varied and fast¬
changing needs of MICs?

• Where are some of the biggest opportunities to build and expand south-south
and triangular cooperation for MICs?

® What are some of the areas to boost capacity-building and partnerships not only
within government institutions, but in central government, civil society actors
and private sector entities?

® How can the UNDS work with new development financing institutions to provide
support to the sustainable development ambitions of MICs, bearing in mind their
diverse development needs?

• What more can be done to improve the effectiveness of the UNDS as a platform
to promote and facilitate south-south and triangular cooperation across a broad
range of countries?

• What are the impacts (positive and negative) of frontier technology on MICs and
how do they contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda?
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