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Ansley Lancourt

From: Amr Nour
Sent: Tuesday, 06 March, 2018 2:38 PM
To: Alicia Barcena; Shamshad Akhtar; Vera Songwe; Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim; Olga Algayerova
Cc: Raul Garcia Buchaca; Romain Zivy; Sandra De Freitas Manuelito; Adnan Aliani; Srinivas Tata; Paul 

Anthony Bunsell; Collen Kelapile; Ingrid Cyimana; Giovanie Biha; Khawla Matar; Tarcisio Alvarez-
Rivero; Karim Khalil; Mohanad Al-Musawi; Nicola Koch; Catherine Haswell; Monika Linn; Chiara 
Giamberardini; Rcnyo1

Subject: ECOSOC 2018 Operational Activities Segment (27 Feb - 1 March) - RCNYO Summary Reports (INF 21 
& 22)

Attachments: ECOSOC OAS General Debate INF 21.docx; ECOSOC OAS Summary INF 22 Rev.docx; ECOSOC 2018-
OAS-Programme Final.pdf

Dear ESs, 
  
Please find attached RCNYO summary reports of the general debate and the panels held during the ECOSOC 
Operational Activities Segment, which concluded last week (27 Feb – 1 March 2018). The final program of the 
Segment is also attached for ease of reference.  
 
The OAS and its general debate was the formal platform for MSs to put on record their positions on the UNDS 
reform prior to starting negotiations this week on the SG reform proposals.  
 

The focus of MSs positions broadly expressed in terms of principles and parameters were largely on the RCS, 
new UNCTs and the funding. Still, there was strong reference to the regional dimension and the role of the 
regional commissions during the general debate. G77 and China, CELAC and numerous others noted that the 
regional level was not sufficiently elaborated on in the SG's report, emphasized that the reform should be 
flexible, building upon the specificities of each region and should not adopt a “one-size fits all” approach. 
Various groups and MSs strongly supported the work carried out by the RECs, noting that their functions go 
beyond that of think tanks and stated that they should be strengthened and that the direct interaction between 
MSs and RECs be preserved.  
 
The like-minded, on the other hand, stressed that the reform of the regional level requires careful thinking 
around role definition, funding, reporting lines and added value of the RECs. In its full posted statement, the EU 
addressed the regional level system-wide in terms of effectiveness, efficiency and avoiding duplication and 
overlaps without singling out the RECs (the regional dimension portion was not delivered on the floor as 
groups and MS had to shorten their time of delivery while providing their full statements for the record and for 
posting on ECOSOC website).   
 
Ms. Alicia Barcena joined as Coordinator o/b the RECs the panel with heads of AFPs on 28 Feb (she had shared her draft
statement that guided her overall intervention with you).  She underlined the contributions of the RECs as powerful,
intergovernmental platforms that promotes and strengthen multilateralism, cooperation and integration at the regional level.
In addition to providing statistical capacities and comparative analysis on issues requested by MSs, RECs serve as platforms
where policy research on applied economics and evidence-based research on the 2030 Agenda can further strengthen public
policies. RECs, she noted, were equipped to chair the Publications Committee proposed at the regional level and to
innovatively contribute to country-specific needs. She suggested a special ECOSOC regional session with the RECs and
UN agencies, funds and programmes to showcase the dynamism of the regional level.  
 
Best regards, 
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AN 
 
Amr Nour 
Director 
Regional Commissions NY Office 
www.regionalcommissions.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 


