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From: Amr Nour  
Sent: Friday, 23 February, 2018 9:02 PM 
To: Alicia Barcena <alicia.barcena@cepal.org>; Shamshad Akhtar <akhtar5@un.org>; Vera Songwe 
<vera.songwe@un.org>; Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim <ma.alhakim@un.org>; Olga Algayerova 
<olga.algayerova@un.org> 
Cc: Raul Garcia Buchaca <raul.garcia-buchaca@cepal.org>; Romain Zivy <romain.zivy@cepal.org>; Sandra 
De Freitas Manuelito <sandra.manuelito@cepal.org>; Adnan Aliani <aliani.unescap@un.org>; Srinivas Tata 
<tatas@un.org>; Collen Kelapile <kelapile@un.org>; Ingrid Cyimana <cyimana@un.org>; Giovanie Biha 
<gbiha@un.org>; Khawla Matar <mattark@un.org>; Tarcisio Alvarez-Rivero <alvarez-rivero@un.org>; Karim 
Khalil <khalil31@un.org>; Mohanad Al-Musawi <al-musawi@un.org>; Monika Linn <monika.linn@un.org>; 
Nicola Koch <koch@un.org>; Catherine Haswell <catherine.haswell@un.org>; Chiara Giamberardini 
<giamberardini@un.org>; Rcnyo1 <rcnyo1@un.org> 
Subject: UNDS reform: 22 Feb briefing on regional approach (INF 19) 
 
Dear ESs,  

As you are aware, Yesterday, 22 February, the briefing on the repositioning of the UNDS with a focus on the 
regional approach took place. The attached RCNYO summary report provides details on the interventions 
during the briefing. Ms. Barcena may wish to complement this email and reporting as she deems appropriate in 
view of her representation of the RECs during the briefing. Ms. Akhtar also followed the briefing through 
audio.  

The G77 and China, LLDC, AOSIS, LDCs, CELAC and many countries that spoke in their national capacities 
reiterated their strong support to the Regional Commissions and showed appreciation of their work – with 
frequent reference to ECLAC and ESCAP. There was a strong emphasis that the reform must take regional 
specificities into account and avoid one-size fits all approach across regions.  

Furthermore, many countries also voiced concern that the proposed reform at the regional level is not as 
comprehensive as it is on the national and global levels, while in order to ensure a coherent approach, 
negotiations should include all levels. 

Among the like-minded, the EU voiced concern that the regional level might be over-equipped, the US 
proposed a close evaluation of the effectiveness of RECs and their value added and CANZ also requested 
clarification on how the reform will reduce overlaps and increase efficiencies at the regional level. 

Ms Barcena emphasized the unique and wide-ranging support RECs provide to MSs, including but not limited 
to providing an integrated approach, economic and fiscal policy analysis, and studies on numerous topics for 
MSs and development banks, which promote policy coherence, regional cooperation and integration and guide 
actions at regional and national levels. She expressed that although national priorities are important in achieving 
the 2030 Agenda, it must not be forgotten that 2030 Agenda is universal hence there is a lot to be learned from 
experience across regions and from middle- and high-income countries. In answer to the EU and the US, she 
conveyed that taking into account the number of countries represented in and covered by each Regional 
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Commission and their value added, their expenditure was by no means unreasonable but very efficient and a 
good value for money. She stressed that the RECs are not the expensive element in the operational expenditures 
equation.  

The DSG emphasized the critical importance of the regional level and mentioned that the potential of a stepped-
up role at the regional level starts with the RECs. She also talked about the need for RECs to better and more 
quickly align with the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda. She also assured MSs that the reform does not aim towards 
limiting the mandate of RECs, nor will RECs be parallel or subordinate to RCs. She stressed, in response to 
queries for clarification on the regional teams, that UNDP is the chair of the regional teams of UNDG.  

As on other issues, an explanatory note will be circulated to MS in response to the queries raised during the 
briefing. Upon my request, ODSG advised that they would share the draft while stressing that the Note will not 
get into details in most responses.  

Best regards,  

 

AN 

Amr Nour  

Director  

Regional Commissions NY Office  

 

 

 
 


