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From: Ansley Lancourt  
Sent: Monday, 26 February, 2018 10:03 AM 
To: Ansley Lancourt <lancourt@un.org> 
Subject: FW: UNDS Reform: Informal Briefing with DSG on New UNCTs & RCS 
 
To: Alicia BARCENA/SGO/ECLAC/UNO@ECLAC, Vera Songwe/ECA, Shamshad Akhtar/BKK/UNO@UNO365, 
Mohamed Ali Alhakim/ESCWA/UNO, Olga ALGAYEROVA/UNECE/GVA/UNO@UNGVA 
From: Amr Nour/NY/UNO 
Date: 01/29/2018 11:20PM 
Cc: Romain ZIVY/SGO/ECLAC/UNO@ECLAC, Raul GARCIA-BUCHACA/SGO/ECLAC/UNO@UNO365, Sandra 
MANUELITO/SGO/ECLAC/UNO@UNO365, Adnan Aliani/BKK/UNO@UNO365, Srinivas 
Tata/BKK/UNO@UNO365, Mohanad AL-MUSAWI/ESCWA/UNO, Karim Khalil/ESCWA/UNO, Khawla 
MATTAR/ESCWA/UNO, Tarcisio ALVAREZ-RIVERO/ESCWA/UNO, Collen V Kelapile/ECA@UNO365, Eskedar 
Nega/ECA@UNO365, Ingrid Cyimana/ECA@UNO365, Nicola Koch/UNECE/GVA/UNO@UNGVA, Catherine 
Haswell/UNECE/GVA/UNO@UNGVA, Chiara Giamberardini/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Rcnyo1/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Subject: UNDS Reform: Informal Briefing with DSG on New UNCTs & RCS 
 
(See attached file: UNDS Reform- UNCTS RCS_Informal briefing by DSG - 29 Jan 2018 .docx) 

Dear Executive Secretaries,  
 
Today, 29 January, the first of five "Informal interactive briefings on UNDS repositioning in the QCPR context" was held. 
The briefing was chaired by the VP of ECOSOC chair of the OAS (PR of Belgium). The briefing with DSG today focused 
on the SG proposals for new generation of UNCTs and RCS.  
 
The Deputy Secretary-General emphasized in her opening statement the importance of tailoring the new generation of 
UNCTs and the reinvigorated RC system to the specific needs and priorities of the host countries. Furthermore, 
impartiality and accountability of the RC to the host country are vital, she said. A recalibration of the UNDP is necessary 
so that the RC system can continue to benefit from the UNDP's expertise and support for back offices. In addition, there 
will be a restructuring of DOCO in support of RCs and the UNDG. The DSG also mentioned the request of the Secretary-
General for assessed contributions and a discretionary fund, as predictable funding for this core function is vital.  
 
Egypt on behalf of the G77 and China reiterated the need to emphasize the response of UNCTs to countries’ priorities and 
national ownership. The group requested clarification on the following key issues: 
- The impact of the reform on ongoing UNDAFs and current RCs 
- The role of the government in the appointment of RCs - the need for clarification on this point was expressed by a 
multitude of MSs  
- The importance of geographical balance (and gender parity within geographical balance) in the RC pipeline  
- The risk for smaller agencies 
- Cost saving estimates from the reform and the authority flow in multi hatting (also echoed by CANZ and other MSs) 
- The regional level role of DOCO and how much funding will be directed towards DOCO. 
The G77 and China also echoed a concern particularly shared within the LDCs that the UNDS presence maybe 
compromised in developing countries as a result of the SG proposals.  
 
The EU reiterated its support for UNCT restructuring and proposed that they should have the ability to combine both the 
operation and the normative. Support was voiced for an UNDAF upgrade, to make UNDAF the most important UN 
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country planning instrument in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It was further stated that RC must draw on the 
expertise of the entire system and should have access to significant funds to incentivize collaboration and system-wide 
initiatives. While the EU supports the notion of predictable funding for the RC system, it voiced skepticism that the 5th 
Committee will approve the SGs funding proposals outlined in the report. The EU also queried about how to ensure 
impartiality and high quality among RCs and how enough representation of experts will be guaranteed in the UNCTs.   
 
CANZ and PSIDS focused on the impact the reform would have on multi-country offices. It was emphasized that the 
specific circumstances of multi-country offices require special consideration in the reform to ensure the included host 
countries are accurately represented including their individual priorities.  
 
Chile stressed the comprehensive nature of the reform and queried how new UNCTs and RCS are expected to perform 
better in the absence of reform at the regional level, the details of which are still blur or absent. The US expressed its 
views that the proposals seem to complicate the system instead of addressing gaps and conveyed its disagreement with 
funding the RCS through assessed contributions by MS.  
 
The RCNYO attached summary of the meeting provides more details on positions and queries expressed by MS and the 
DSG response.   
 
The next informal meeting will take place in the afternoon of 5 February. It will focus on the UNDS Strategic Document. 
An experts’ level meeting in follow up to today’s meeting is planned on 1 February.  
 
Best regards, 
 
AN 
 
Amr Nour 
Director 
Regional Commissions NY Office 
www.regionalcommissions.org  
 
 

 


