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<giamberardini@un.org>; Rcnyo1 <rcnyo1@un.org> 
Subject: SG 2018 Priorities: Informal Briefing to GA (16 Jan 2018) - INF/5 
 
Dear ESs, 
 

Today, 16 January, the GA held an informal meeting during which the SG gave a briefing on his priorities for 
2018.  
 

Recognizing that peace remains elusive in spite of efforts to make 2017 a year for peace, the SG highlighted 12 
areas of concern for 2018: promoting a new deal for equitable globalization; raising ambitions in the fight 
against climate change; taking advantage of human mobility; taking advantage of the fourth industrial 
revolution; achieving the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula; disentangling the situation in the broader 
Middle East; strengthening partnership with the African Union; removing the paralysis that has enabled 
European conflicts to fester; maintaining a strong focus on counter-terrorism; strengthening UN peace 
operations; reversing the large-scale exodus of Myanmar's Rohingya Muslims and; overcoming the false 
contradiction between human rights and national sovereignty. The SG also highlighted the empowerment of 
women everywhere as a cross-cutting imperative. [SG remarks available 
at https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-01-16/secretary-generals-remarks-informal-meeting-
general-assembly] 
 
 

Member States expressed their general support to the SG and welcomed the continued dialogue with 
him. Several echoed the current challenges to multilateralism and called for 2018 to be the year to 
deliver on all his reform proposals to ensure a stronger and more effective UN. Many also 
welcomed the focus on development, agreed on the need to fully finance the 2030 Agenda and 
asked that the UN continue to keep a strong focus on the most vulnerable Countries.   
 
Attached is RCNYO more detailed summary. The briefing can be watched at http://webtv.un.org/meetings-
events/general-assembly/watch/ant%C3%B3nio-guterres-secretary-general-on-his-priorities-for-2018-general-
assembly-informal-meeting-72nd-session/5712787870001. 
 
Regards, 
 
AN 
 
Amr Nour 
Director 
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