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Ruzvidzo; Monika Linn; Chiara Giamberardini; Rcnyo1; Nagesh Kumar; Paul Tacon; William Muhwava

Subject: Migration: SG introduces his report "Making Migration Work for All" — INF/1
Attachments: GA informal meeting_SG briefing on his migration report_11 Jan 2018.docx

Dear ESs, 

Yesterday, 11 January, the GA held an informal plenary during which the SG presented his report "Making MIgration Work
for All". A detailed RCNYO summary of that session is attached.  
 
The PGA opened the meeting by stressing that the Global Compact will be one of the key priorities of 2018. Its 
negotiations will be the focus starting 20 Feb till July. [PGA remarks available 
athttps://www.un.org/pga/72/2018/01/11/making-migration-work-for-all/] 
 
The SG emphasised that migration is a positive global phenomenon but that it remains poorly managed. He highlighted 
the need to take action and build on existing declarations;  to engage all stakeholders and  for a UN fit for purpose that 
ensures a comprehensive oversight of migration. [SG remarks available 
at https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2018-01-11/launch-report-making-migration-work-all-remarks] 
 
The SRSG for International Migration, Louise Arbour stressed that policy choices must rest on facts, not assumptions or 
myths and highlighted the importance of treating all migrants, including irregular migrants, with dignity and respect. She 
also said that recent public reactions towards international migration have been a cause for concern and states need to 
address this. 
 
A number of countries delivered remarks (Ireland (re passing away of Peter Sutherland), EU, Cuba, Morocco, Turkey, 
Guatemala, the Philippines, Bangladesh, Lybia, Tanzania and China). Among others, the EU PR delivered a rather 
positive political statement in which he supported the SG vision of migration as an opportunity for all; stressed that the 
Compact should build on solidarity and shared responsibility and help fight xenophobia and racial discrimination (http://eu-
un.europa.eu/eu-statement-united-nations-secretary-generals-report-making-migration-work/); Morocco recalled that it will 
host the December conference to adopt the Compact and stressed the importance of collective African efforts and 
position on migration; Lybia stressed the need for increased international aid for the African continent; the Philippines 
stressed the preeminence of the humane aspects of migration, beyond other considerations; Bangladesh recalled the 
need for a people-centered approach.     

In his concluding remarks, the SG expressed optimism in view of the constructive and convergent statements delivered. 
He evoked the experience of Portugal in moving from a emigrant country to an immigrant one without populist abuse by 
the politicians, right or left, of the shift including in dire economic crises. He praised the contributions of migrants to the 
receiving economies and societies citing his own personal experience. He reminded that human mobility is inevitable an 
hence better be globally well managed. He assured the sovereign right of countries in save guarding their borders but 
urged to do this within the international law and human rights principles.  

The briefing can be watched at http://webtv.un.org/watch/briefing-by-the-secretary-general-on-his-report-making-
migration-work-for-all-general-assembly-72nd-session/5708253234001/ 
 
 
With best regards, 
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Amr Nour 

Director 

Regional Commissions NY Office 
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