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Asia-Pacific Regional snapshot: 

Inequalities everywhere  

Regional innovation and policy responses: 

Integrated framework

Regional cooperation architecture: 

Convening, multilateralism and advocacy
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• Asia-Pacific is not on track to meet any 

of the Goals, but is making good 
progress on Goals 3 and 9

• Progress is slow with regard to Goals 11 
and 12

• Environmental Goals 13 and 14 are 
particularly concerning [Code red for 
humanity]

• Data gaps for many of the globally 
agreed SDG indicators (Goals 5, 14, 16 in 

particular)

1 Regional snapshot:
Inequalities everywhere 

Source: Asia-Pacific SDG Progress Report 2021
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Inequalities exacerbated: 
COVID-19 and Climate change



ESCAP Resolution 77/1 (2021) - Building back better from crises through regional 
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific

Focus Public Health Recover Better Together

Vaccination, diagnostics, 

therapeutics: multilateralism 
(regional health cooperation)

Inclusive Resilient Sustainable

Finance DigitalizationMainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

• Social protection

• Health care access
• Human resources

•Trade-value chain
• Transport-transit
•Disaster- pandemic 

warning

• Green-blue 

recovery
• Climate action
• Energy transition
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Regional innovation and policy responses:
Integrated Framework2



Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Expand investment in strengthening regional health 
resilience

➢ Promote partnerships for vaccine production and 
to address vaccine funding shortfalls

➢ Ensure equitable procurement and distribution of 
vaccines 

➢ Develop national programmes for systematic and 
effective vaccination 

Regional Conversation Series: 

on vaccine distribution, 
financing, trade linkages and 

equitable vaccine access 

[November 2021]

Report on Social Health 

protection and universal 
healthcare: Issue-Based 

Coalition’s [November 2021] 

Asian and Pacific Civil Registration 

and Vital Statistics (CRVS)
CRVS is key to SDGs relates to social 

inclusion, health and education

Development Account project 

focusing on (i) production and 
manufacturing, (ii) facilitation 

of movements and trade.

Priority action 1: Public health 
Overcoming vaccine inequities 
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Improve access to and invest in the national social protection 
systems, especially for vulnerable groups

➢ Introduce a comprehensive framework and standardized 
public healthcare management systems

➢ Build human resources, including education and skill 
development.

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Interregional project: 

Reducing inequality–
innovative policymaking to 
leave no one behind (2018-

2021)

Policy analyses tools: 

(i) ESCAP Methodologies to 
measure inequality of 

opportunities; and (ii) ESCAP 

Social Protection Simulation 
Tool

Addressing unpaid care work : 

Overview in ASEAN to address 
women’s unpaid care and domestic 
work at the national and regional 

levels

Demographic Dividend

with a Gender Dimension: 
Enhance human capital, addressing 

structural inequalities and 

reducing gender disparities ESCAP 
Youth Policy Toolbox

Priority action 2: Inclusive societies
Investing in social development
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Streamline existing and new programmes on trade and 
investment conditions

➢ Create more efficient and effective regional supply chains

➢ Promote transport and transit policies, including 
improvement of port access to transform landlocked 
countries into landlinked countries 

➢ Strengthen capacity for disaster and pandemic warning 
systems 

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Priority areas

Regional Trade:

Framework Agreement on 
Facilitation of Cross-border 

Paperless Trade, 20 February 

2021

Plan of Action on

Space Applications 
GIS based mapping of 

vulnerable communities and 

disaster risks

Sustainable Transport:

Next Regional Action Programme
on Sustainable Transport 

Connectivity

Priority action 3: Resilient regional recoveries 
Addressing disparities between & among countries 

Regional supply chains:

Enhance regional supply chains 
of critical goods and vibrant 

investment
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Mobilize resources and increase investment towards green 
economic and blue recovery, including in innovation for 
tourism, hospitality industry and MSMEs 

➢ Integrate climate mitigation and adaptation actions into 
COVID-19 recovery and development processes 

➢ Accelerate renewable energy, energy power grid and clean 
energy technology deployment

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Climate mobility plans:

Focus on innovative climate 
mobility plans to address 

issues of climate and disaster 

induced human mobility in 
the Pacific  

Energy transition: 

Identify technological 
options and policy 

measures for the energy 

transition and SDG 7 
roadmap

Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) ambitions: 
Recognize and act on delivering 

recommended regional reductions 

of 7 per cent per year for the 
period 2021-2030

Priority action 4: Sustainable transformation 
Narrowing global asymmetries and the pandemic 
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Act on addressing public debt issues of developing countries

➢ Create fiscal space and mobilize domestic financial resources 
by reforming and optimizing tax policies

➢ Finance climate resilience

➢ Promote innovative sources of financing such as bond 
issuance 

➢ Invest in inclusive business, including MSMEs and women in 
business

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Climate finance: 

Promote innovative 
sources of financing such 

as thematic bond 

issuance

MSMEs Finance:

Loan for MSMEs, loan 
repayment holiday on 

MSMEs, and 2X Gender 

Lens Investing Initiative

Public debt issues of 

developing countries:
PIFS and ESCAP to co-host 

“Regional Debt Conference“ 

in early 2022

Inclusive technology and 

innovation policies: 
Develop policies and 

strategies to support the 

development of social 
enterprise in South-East 

Asia

Priority action 5: Financing recovery and development
Advancing inclusive economic policies  

Public-private 

partnerships: Build 
technical capacities to 
finance infrastructure 

projects in over 30 
member States in the 

Asia-Pacific region
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

➢ Promote Science, Technology and Innovation to improve 
digital connectivity and the digitalization process

➢ Scale up digital-based economy and induce structural 
transformation

➢ Accelerate investment on technological innovation.

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

Asia-Pacific Information 

Superhighway initiative (AP-IS) 
platform and action plan  2022-

2026:  

Action to reduce digital divide 
and promote digital connectivity 

infrastructure

Technology policies in service 

of public services: 
Invest in digital smart 

healthcare infrastructure, 

improve online learning 
platforms and private sector

Priority action 6: Digitalization to narrow societal ‘divide’  
Scaling-up digital technologies for resilient nations

Digital government and 

transformation: 
Prepare modules in information 

security and privacy, internet 

governance, realizing data-
driven governance

Digital economy:

Ensure access to 
digitalization and strengthen 

financial inclusion and 

digital payment systems
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Priority areas

UN ESCAP’s Inclusive, Networked and Effective Platform

➢ Regional and subregional SDGs forums to build back better, smarter,
stronger, fairer and cleaner: Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable
Development (APFSD)

➢ Scaling- up partnerships with regional organizations to promote
inclusive, resilient and sustainable recovery: ASEAN, PIFS, ECO, SAARC,
SCO, EEC, BIMSTEC, GTI

➢ Operationalization of the UN Development System Regional Reform:
Issue-based Coalitions on Building resilience, Climate change
mitigation, Human mobility and urbanization, Human rights, Gender
equality and women’s empowerment, and Inclusion and empowerment

➢ Coordination with UN Resident Coordinators and Country-Teams:
Common Country Assessments, UNSD Common Framework and VNR
Technical Assistance

Regional cooperation architecture
Convening, multilateralism and advocacy3
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

The 
Pacific 

One step further actions
Inclusion through subregional and country-level engagements 

East and 
North-East 
Asia

North & 
Central 
Asia

South & 
South-
West Asia

South-
East 
Asia  

Climate change and DRR: ESCAP’s Regional Advisor for North Pacific MCO (The Federated 

States of Micronesia-FSM, The Republic of the Marshall Islands-RMI, Palau, Nauru & Kiribati)
Strengthening national data systems ESCAP National SDG Tracker (Fiji, Solomon Islands-SI, Tonga, 
Vanuatu, Kiribati, Nauru, FSM, RMI & Tuvalu) and Oceans accounting (Samoa, Palau, Fiji)

Climate change and air pollution: Pan-Asia Partnership for Geospatial Air Pollution Information 

(PAPGAPI) & North-East Asia Low Carbon City Platform 
Regional connectivity: China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor programme

Social protection & inclusion: Social 

Protection Project& promote the rights of 
persons with disabilities [Samoa/MCO]

Technology for active aging: Focus on 

older persons , health and  well-being [China, 
Japan & Republic of Korea]

Climate resilience and DRR: Building capacity and sharing of best practices (Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Maldives and Pakistan)
Regional connectivity: Promoting energy, trade and transport connectivity by providing platform 
for dialogue (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India  and Nepal)

Women’s empowerment:  Use of Digital 

marketing and e-commerce to promote 
businesses [Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Turkey]

Disaster resilience: Contributed to formulation of ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on Adaptation 

to Drought (2021-2025)
Regional connectivity: Supporting rail transport connectivity in ASEAN &  Training on energy 
connectivity for ASEAN Energy Regulators Network

Social protection: Catalyzing Women 

Entrepreneurship [Cambodia, Viet Nam]

Disaster resilience: Contributed to formulation of Central Asia Regional Strategy for DRR (2022-

2030)
Regional connectivity: Supporting Asian Highways, Trans-Asian Railways and Dry Ports Regional 
Action 

Social protection:  SPECA TWG on Gender 

and SDGs [Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan]
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Focus

Mainstreaming 
actions

Downstreaming actions
Leverage policy scenarios for addressing inclusion 

UN ESCAP’s initiative on Integrating sustainable development into 
macroeconomic modelling

➢ A newly developed, structural econometric model that is designed for 
medium-term scenario analysis (rather than short-term forecasting)

➢ 46 individual full country models for Asia-Pacific economies, where 

country models are linked via trade, remittances, financial markets 

and global energy markets

➢ Special feature: interactions among economic, social and 

environmental variables

➢ Supporting policy scenarios (Mongolia, Nepal and Indonesia)

➢ Spending hike in education, health care, Universal access to social 
protection floor, and mobile and broadband services

➢ Universal access to ICT, increase years of schooling & nutritional
support

➢ Carbon prices and fuel subsidies 14
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Beyond the 
Pandemic: Building 

Back Better from 
Crises in Asia and the 

Pacific

Responding to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: 
Leaving No Country 

Behind

Economic and Social 
Survey of Asia and the 
Pacific 2021: Towards 

post-COVID-19 
resilient economies

Asia ad the Pacific 
SDG Progress Report 

2021

Asia-Pacific Countries 
with Special Needs 

Development Report 
2021: Strengthening the 

resilience of least 
developed countries in 

the wake of the 
coronavirus disease 

pandemic

Selected knowledge products on Inclusion 
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Asia-Pacific Trade 
and Investment 

Report 2021: 
Accelerating Climate-

smart Trade and 
Investment for 

Sustainable 
Development

Regional Trends 
Report 2021: Shaping 
a Sustainable Energy 
Future in Asia and the 

Pacific 



THANK YOU
Follow us

www.unescap.org unitednationescap

united-nations-escap

unescap

unescap unescap
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