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867 (XLIII) Assessment of Progress on Regional Integration in Africa 
 

 The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Mindful of the Treaty establishing the African Economic Community, 
 
Recalling the Minimum Integration Programme (MIP) adopted by the 13th Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the African Union as the reference framework for the gradual 
integration of the African continent, 
 
Recognizing the importance of peace, security and good governance as prerequisites for the 
advancement of the continental integration agenda,  
 
Noting the important role played by infrastructure in facilitating the physical integration of and 
factor flows on the continent,   
 

 Taking note of the substantial contribution made by the ECA African Trade Policy Centre in 
building capacity for trade policy analysis and trade negotiations among member States, Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs) and Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), 
  

1. Welcomes the substantial progress made by the RECs and IGOs in advancing the 
continental integration agenda;  

 
2. Urges member States, the African Union and the United Nations to take the 

necessary measures to find solutions to the conflicts affecting African countries in 
order to speed up the integration process in the continent; 

 
3. Calls upon member States, RECs and IGOs to address the challenges constraining 

the acceleration of regional integration on the continent; 
 
4. Commends the work of the ECA African Trade Policy Centre and the renewed 

political commitment of member States to continue to pursue programmes and 
activities on regional integration; 

 
5. Also calls upon member States to accelerate the implementation of the 

recommendations of the Conference of African Ministers of Integration (COMAI), 
which have been adopted by the African Union Summit, especially those relating to 
the free movement of persons and the financing of integration; 

 
6. Encourages member States to mainstream the Minimum Integration Programme 

(MIP) into their national development programmes and, in this regard, calls upon 
the AU, the RECs, ECA, AfDB and development partners to scale up their support 
for the implementation of the MIP and domestication of regional integration 
instruments into national policy, legal and regulatory frameworks; 

 
7. Further encourages member States to continue to support ECA, AUC and AfDB in 

publishing the report on Assessing Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA), which 
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contains a comprehensive analysis and assessment of progress in regional 
integration on the continent; 

 
8. Requests member States to take the necessary steps to facilitate effective 

participation by landlocked and transit countries in the process of regional 
integration by removing all forms of physical and non-physical barriers to trade and 
by providing maximum support to transport and transit corridor management 
mechanisms; 

 
9. Invites member States to take up the opportunities offered by the ECA African 

Trade Policy Centre (ATPC) in their preparations on international trade negotiations 
and the promotion of intra-African trade;  

 
10. Commends the work of ATPC and calls upon member States and development 

partners to continue to provide support for its work with a view to strengthening its 
capacity to support the trade agenda on the continent; 

 
11. Also urges member States to prioritize and upscale investments in infrastructure, 

including through the utilization of innovative financing mechanisms, channelling 
of remittances and increasing domestic resource mobilization and harnessing the 
potential of private-public partnerships. 
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868 (XLIII) Review of Progress Towards Achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals in Africa 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Recalling African Union Summit decisions requesting the African Union Commission, in 
collaboration with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the African 
Development Bank, to submit to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, annual status 
reports and related statistics on Africa’s progress towards attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), 
 
Further recalling decision No Ex.CL/DEC.504 (XV), Rev.2 adopted by the Executive Council of 
the African Union in July 2009 requesting the AUC, ECA and AfDB to assist Africa to prepare 
for the 2010 United Nations System-wide Mid-term review of progress towards the MDGs and to 
hold regional consultative meetings to review such progress, inviting countries to support this 
initiative,  
  
Also recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/184, inviting the United Nations 
regional commissions, to hold regional consultations during the first half of 2010 to provide 
inputs to the preparations for the September 2010 High-Level Plenary Meeting and inviting the 
regional commissions to consider initiatives in support of the High Level Plenary Meeting and its 
preparatory process,  
 
Recognizing the progress being made by the continent towards attaining the MDG targets, 
 
Conscious of the challenges that still remain in efforts to attain all the MDGs by 2015, 
 
Commending the efforts that the AUC and UNECA are making to provide African countries with 
a Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa as a key initiative for better statistical 
coordination and harmonization and strengthening of the African statistics system, 
 
Calls upon African countries to: 
 

1. Adopt the proposed African Common Position on the MDGs and recommend its 
adoption by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2010; 

 
2. Strengthen their statistical systems and institutions and implement the Strategy for 

the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa; 
 
3. Explore innovative ways of mobilizing funds to support MDG-related programmes 

and activities; 
 
4. Support the Campaign for Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa; 
 
5. Commit to take steps to implement the recommendations contained in the proposed 

African Common Position; and calls upon development partners to fulfill their ODA 
commitments to enable Africa to meet the MDGs by the target date; 
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6. Submit the African Common Position to the High-Level Summit in September 2010 

and invite the African group at United Nations Headquarters in New York to 
support and promote the position during the preparatory process and High-Level 
Plenary Meeting; and  

 
7. Request the AUC, in close collaboration with ECA and AfDB, to begin reflections 

on the period beyond 2015. 
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869 (XLIII) Africa Regional Review of the Implementation of the Brussels 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-
2010 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Noting with concern that overall progress towards the goals and targets of the Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the decade 2001-2010 has been limited, 
 
Noting with appreciation the efforts made by African least developed countries in implementing 
their commitments contained in the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 
the decade 2001-2010, 
 
Recognizing the progress made by African least developed countries towards meeting the goals 
of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the decade 2001-2010, 
 
Cognizant of the fact that the gains made by African least developed countries are being eroded 
by the converging food and energy crises and the ongoing global financial and economic crises, 
 
Having examined document E/ECA/COE/29/21-AU/CAMEF/EXP/21(V) entitled “Outcome 
document on the implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action for the Least Developed 
Countries in Africa”, 
 

1. Welcomes and endorses the Outcome of the Africa Regional Preparatory meeting 
for the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
adopted on 9 March 2010; 

 
2. Calls for a renewed and strengthened global partnership for the development of the 

least developed countries in the context of the Fourth United Nations Conference on 
the Least Developed Countries; 

 
3. Invites African least developed countries to remain fully engaged in the preparatory 

process for the Conference, particularly the Preparatory Committee meetings;  
 
4. Requests the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, ECA and  
UNDP to provide the necessary support, including financial and technical support, 
to African least developed countries to enable them to participate actively in the 
Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and its 
preparatory processes; 

 
5. Calls on development partners to make financial contributions to the LDC Trust 

Fund to support their participation in the conference and its preparatory activities. 
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870 (XLIII) Climate Change and Development in Africa 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recognizing that climate change poses unprecedented challenges for attaining the MDGs and 
achieving sustainable development in Africa, 
 
Aware of the need for African countries to address these challenges by mainstreaming climate 
change concerns into development policies and frameworks, 
 
Noting with appreciation the progress made towards the establishment of the ECA-based African 
Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) under the AUC/ECA/AfDB Climate for Development in Africa 
(ClimDev-Africa) Programme, 
 
Concerned about the over-dependence of ECA’s climate change and development work on 
extrabudgetary resources, 
 

1. Appreciates the notable support provided by development partners for the 
implementation of the ClimDev-Africa Programme and its ACPC and calls upon 
them to continue their support to these key initiatives; 

 
2. Requests ECA to continue to work closely with the African Union Commission, the 

African Development Bank and other organizations in strengthening the capacity of 
member States and their inter-governmental organizations to address climate-related 
issues, including providing technical support to African countries in the on-going 
negotiations for a new international climate change regime. 
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871 (XLIII) Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics and Implementation 
of the African Charter on Statistics 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Considering that statistical information is vital for decision-making by all segments of the 
society, particularly policy-makers as well as economic and social players, and is therefore 
essential for the continent’s integration and sustainable development as well as tracking progress 
towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
 
Aware of the fact that all commitments to implement development programmes and combat 
poverty should be based on clear evidence and therefore require a robust statistical data system 
which is relevant, reliable, comprehensive, harmonized and responsive, 
 
Noting that the quality of African statistics depends on the use of internationally-recognized 
standards adjusted to African specificities and compliance by statisticians with the African 
Charter on Statistics and the fundamental principles of official statistics, 
 
Welcoming decision ASSEMBLY/AU/DEC. 210 (XII) on the African Charter on Statistics 
adopted by the African Union Heads of State and Government calling on all member States to 
sign and ratify the Charter as expeditiously as possible so as to enable it to enter into force and 
thus provide a regulatory framework for coordinating the development of harmonised statistics 
on the continent, 
 
Commending the arrangements jointly made by the African Union Commission (AUC),  the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the African Development Bank, 
regional economic communities (RECs), and African countries to develop a draft strategy for the 
harmonization of statistics in Africa, 
 

1. Commends countries that have signed and ratified the African Charter on Statistics 
and calls upon those which have not done so to sign and ratify it as expeditiously as 
possible; 

 
2. Adopts the draft Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa (SHaSA) as 

well as its first pillar, the African Strategy for the Implementation of the 2008 
System of National Accounts (SNA), and recommends them for adoption by the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2010;  

 
3. Calls upon member States, RECs, the AUC, UNECA and AfDB and their partners 

to support and implement these initiatives and develop the other pillars of the 
SHaSA;  

 
4. Calls upon the AUC to elevate its statistical function by transforming its Statistics 

Unit into a Division to enable it to play effectively its expected role in the joint 
monitoring of the implementation of the SHaSA. 

 
 
 



 
Page 8 

 

 

872 (XLIII) Promoting High-Level Sustainable Growth to Reduce 
Unemployment in Africa 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recalling the 2004 Ouagadougou Declaration and Plan of Action on Employment and Poverty 
Alleviation in Africa adopted by African Heads of State and Government, as well as the 
deliberations of the Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development in 
2005 on meeting the challenges of unemployment in Africa within the context of the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), 
 
Concerned about the overall limited progress made in reducing unemployment and poverty rates 
despite relatively high growth rates achieved during the decade prior to the recent economic crisis 
and the fact that the majority of Africans are subject to vulnerable employment /or under 
employment, 
 
Noting the importance of special employment and social protection measures to assist vulnerable 
groups – women, youth, the elderly, the disabled and the rural poor – who are most affected by 
unemployment and the crisis, 
  
Recognizing the importance of promoting high-level sustainable growth and reducing 
unemployment for the continent so as to alleviate poverty in the aftermath of the recent global 
financial and economic crises, 
 
Aware of the central role of the State in designing, implementing and monitoring inclusive 
development plans to strengthen the growth/employment/poverty eradication nexus as a means to 
create decent jobs,  
 

1. Reaffirms that the  global financial and economic crises pose challenges to Africa’s 
growth and development including their adverse impact on employment and poverty 
eradication;  

 
2. Recognizes that the recent crises provide African countries with an opportunity to 

develop strategies to counter the problems that have arisen and at the same time 
promote sustainable employment-intensive, high-growth economies that are 
structurally diversified;   

 
3. Encourages African governments to adopt or strengthen employment and social 

protection policies that are specifically targeted to reduce unemployment and 
poverty among vulnerable groups; 

 
4. Stresses the need to enhance the mobilization of domestic resources as the major 

source of development financing by increasing private saving rates, raising the 
efficiency of tax collection, expanding the tax base, and deepening financial and 
capital markets; 

 
5. Calls upon African countries to enhance the role of counter-cyclical fiscal  policies 

that focus on expanding infrastructure, human capital formation and development as 
well as the provision of social services as mechanisms for job creation in the short 
run;  
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6. Encourages Governments to pursue long-term structural transformation policies that 
involve investing commodity revenues in labour-intensive non-primary resource 
sectors; increasing the resources available to priority sectors; making intensified 
efforts to attract FDI in non-resource extraction sectors; and improving the business 
environment;  

 
7. Calls upon Governments to encourage private-sector investment and development, 

focusing on high labour-intensive sectors, including agro-industry, green-industries, 
labour-intensive manufacturing and service industries, with special attention to 
addressing the needs of the informal economy; 

 
8. Encourages efforts by African Governments to promote increased productivity 

through such policies as technology transfer using non-resource FDI, a serious and 
credible commitment to research and development, promotion of the knowledge 
economy and provision of better infrastructure, and continuous improvements in 
micro and macro-economic management in the framework of social dialogue;  

 
9. Stresses the need to adopt and deepen reforms to ensure adequate labour market 

flexibility and to remove distortions that encourage capital-intensive production 
techniques at the expense of labour-intensive ones; 

 
10. Invites African countries to speed up regional integration and intra-African trade to 

promote employment-intensive investment, given the small size of individual 
African economies, and to intensify efforts together with development partners to 
conclude the Doha round of trade negotiations;  

 
11. Encourages African Governments to design and implement effective employment-

generating growth strategies through employment mainstreaming and employment 
targeting based on accurate and timely employment data that are regularly collected 
and analyzed;  

 
12. Requests Africa’s development partners to fulfill their commitments to increase 

Official Development Assistance(ODA) and take measures to encourage Foreign 
Direct Investment(FDI) flows, including providing technical assistance to African 
countries in achieving the strategies, policies and measures recommended above; 

 
13. Also requests African countries to allocate an adequate share of their national  

budgets to agriculture to increase productivity and incomes, and reduce poverty 
specially in rural areas, in line with the Maputo commitments; 

 
14. Urges African Governments and  the RECs to accelerate the implementation of the 

Ouagadougou Declaration and Plan of Action on Employment Promotion and 
Poverty Alleviation, and mobilize the required resources; 

 
15. Calls upon African Governments to implement the Global Jobs Pact adopted in 

2009, which reiterates the need for the promotion of full employment and decent 
work for all; 

 
16. Also calls upon African Ministers of Labour to consider the resolution and 

coordinate its implementation with African Ministers of Finance, Planning and 
Economic Development at the national, subregional and continental level. 
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873 (XLIII) Proposed ECA Strategic Framework/Biennial Programme Plan 
for the Biennium 2012-2013 and ECA Business Plan 2010-2012 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 19 December 1986 and subsequent relevant 
resolutions on programme planning,  
 
Recalling further resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006 of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development on repositioning ECA to better 
respond to Africa’s priorities, 
 
Taking note with appreciation of ECA’s Programme Performance Report (E/ECA/COE/29/9), 
which has highlighted the significant results achieved by the Commission in all its programme 
areas, namely knowledge generation, sharing and networking, advocacy and consensus-building, 
and advisory services and technical cooperation, 
 
Encouraging ECA to continue its support to member States, AUC and its NEPAD Programme, 
and RECs in addressing the impacts of the global financial and economic crises and other 
emerging challenges, notably unemployment and climate change, 
 
Welcoming ECA’s initiatives to develop Business Plans and noting with appreciation ECA’s 
continued efforts to secure additional resources to supplement its regular budget with a view to 
enabling the Commission to deepen its work in identified priority areas and giving it the 
flexibility to respond adequately to emerging issues that cannot be covered under the regular 
programme of work, 
 
Having examined the proposed strategic framework/biennal programme plan for the biennium 
2012-2013 (E/ECA/COE/29/10) and Business Plan 2010-2012, 
 

Endorses the proposed strategic framework/biennal programme plan for the biennium 
2012-2013 and the Business Plan 2010-2012.  
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874 (XLIII) Strengthening the Subregional Offices of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recalling, the United Nations Secretary-General’s report (A/61/471) to the 61st session of the 
General Assembly and the comprehensive plan of action to strengthen the Subregional Offices 
(SROs) of the Economic Commission for Africa contained therein, 
 
Further recalling, paragraphs 9 and 12 of General Assembly resolution 60/235 which requests 
the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate resources are provided to ECA and its SROs to 
continue their support for NEPAD and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) of Africa, 
 
Appreciative of the continuing support given by the Secretary-General towards the strengthening 
of the SROs by providing additional posts and non-post resources through ECA’s regular budget 
and the supplementary resources within the context of the strengthening of the United Nations 
Development Pillar, 
 
Noting with satisfaction ECA’s continued efforts to develop a markedly stronger subregional 
presence by empowering its subregional offices to play an enhanced role in the delivery of its 
work programme, and appreciative of the significant results achieved by the SROs, notably in the 
context of the implementation of Multi-Year Programmes (MYPs) signed with all AU/NEPAD 
implementing RECs and major African inter-governmental organizations (IGOs), 
 
Having examined document E/ECA/COE/29/12 on the independent external evaluation of the 
subregional offices of the Economic Commission for Africa and taking note of the report on 
ECA’s programme performance for the biennium 2008-2009,  
 

1. Commends the Executive Secretary for commissioning an independent evaluation of 
the SROs with a view to assessing the implementation of the Secretary-General’s 
comprehensive plan of action on strengthening the SROs and the related 
organizational improvements undertaken by the Commission;  

 
2. Endorses the recommendations of the independent external evaluation of the 

subregional offices of ECA and requests the Executive Secretary to implement the 
necessary measures to further strengthen the programme delivery capacities of the 
SROs; 

 
3. Reaffirms the need for the  SROs to continue to facilitate subregional economic 

cooperation and regional integration by strengthening collaboration with the RECs, 
the African Union Commission and its NEPAD programme and in partnership with 
United Nations agencies within the framework for promoting system-wide 
coherence at the subregional level as recommended by the 8th, 9th, and 10th meetings 
of the Regional Coordination Mechanism (RCM); 

 
4. Calls on donors and ECA’s partners, within the context of the ECA-AUC Partners 

Forum, to scale-up efforts to provide adequate financial resources through a multi-
year revolving fund to enable ECA and its SROs to enhance programme delivery 
towards the achievement of tangible results in the field; 
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5. Commends the United Nations Secretary-General for the efforts made to strengthen 
the subregional offices of the Economic Commission for Africa and requests his 
continued support of ECA’s work programme and priorities within the context of 
operationalizing the multi-year programmes (MYPs) of the SROs with the RECs as 
well as within the framework of the SROs’ new mandate as strategic coordinators of 
the subregional coordination mechanisms (SRCM). 
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875 (XLIII)  Repositioning of the African Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning (IDEP) 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Having received with satisfaction, an updated report on the considerable progress which has been 
made to reposition the Institute, particularly with regard to its vision, mission, strategy and 
programme of work,  
 
Appreciative of the renewed and increased engagement of member States with the work of the 
Institute, and encouraging them to sustain their commitment by paying all outstanding annual 
assessed contributions, 
 
Welcoming the strategic choice of more deeply interfacing the work of the Institute with the 
overall programmatic orientation of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa with a 
view to ensuring that IDEP and other ECA substantive divisions deliver services to African 
countries as one coherent entity, 
 

1. Commends the Governing Council of the Institute and the new management for 
successfully piloting the repositioning exercise and bringing it to a satisfactory 
conclusion on the basis of a long-term vision which it endorses; 

 
2. Endorses the request made by the IDEP Governing Council for a significant 

increase in the United Nations annual grant to the Institute, and calls upon the 
African Group at United Nations Headquarters in New York to work towards this 
end; 

 
3. Requests the IDEP Governing Council to continue to furnish it with updated reports 

on the progress of the work of the Institute for information and further guidance as 
may be deemed necessary; 

 
4. Also requests IDEP to take steps to involve the AU Commission and the RECs in its 

overall programme development and implementation. 
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876 (XLIII) Establishment of African Financial Institutions 
 

The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recalling Article 9 of the African Union Constitutive Act establishing the three African financial 
institutions, namely the African Central Bank, the African Monetary Fund and the African 
Investment Bank, 
 
Recalling also the adoption by the African Union Conference of the Protocol and Statutes as well 
as the annexes to the Statutes relating to the establishment of the African Investment Bank by 
decisions Assembly/AU/Dec.212(XII) dated 3 February 2009, Assembly/AU/Dec.(XIII) dated 3 
July 2009 and Assembly/AU/Dec.286(XIV) Rev.1 dated 2 February 2010, 
 
Considering the extreme urgency for the three Financial Institutions to be established with a view 
to supporting strong and sustainable economic growth that would generate employment, 
 

1. Commends the countries hosting the African Central Bank (Nigeria) and the African 
Monetary Fund (Cameroon) for the remarkable efforts they have made towards the 
establishment and operation of the Steering Committees responsible for the 
preparatory work of establishing both institutions; 

 
2. Invites member States of the African Union to speed up the signing and ratification 

of the Protocol and the Statute of the African Investment Bank so that it can quickly 
begin its operations as a development finance institution; 

 
3. Encourages Member States, Regional Economic Communities, the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development Bank and African 
Central Banks to extend their support to the aforementioned Steering Committees in 
the discharge of the task entrusted to them. 
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877 (XLIII)  Towards Realizing a Food Secure Africa  
 
The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recognizing the potential that agriculture has in promoting high-level sustainable growth and 
creating employment opportunities in national economies and in Africa in general, and 
acknowledging that both the capacity and the responsibility to realize such a potential lies first 
and foremost with African countries,  
 
Appreciating the Vision of a Food-Secure Africa articulated by H.E. Dr. Bingu Wa Mutharika, 
President of the Republic of Malawi and current Chairperson of the African Union, which aims at 
ensuring food security and food sufficiency in Africa within the next five years, including putting 
an end to hunger and malnutrition;   
 
We African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development: 
 
Reiterates our commitment to enhance investment in agriculture to realize its potential, 
particularly to accelerate the implementation of CAADP and the Maputo 2003.   
 
Fully supports the vision of a food-secure Africa within five years and commit to its realization 
through supporting strategies and measures that will provide incentives, including targeted 
subsidies to small-scale farmers and market stabilization measures as well as mainstreaming food 
security in all sectoral policies and programmes; 
 
Recognizes the need to accelerate land reforms in our countries in order to ensure equitable 
access and security of tenure, especially for smallholders and women; 
 
Supports the promotion of full and decent employment in the agricultural sector coupled with 
balanced pricing mechanisms within value chains to ensure that African farmers get a fair share 
of the market, including fair prices for their products;  
 
Calls on African countries and their development partners to deposit the necessary instruments of 
commitment with the African Development Bank for a speedy operationalization of the Africa 
Fertilizer Mechanism;  
 
Also calls on the Regional Economic Communities to take steps to contain the spiralling costs of 
food imports by pursuing and strengthening their policies, strategies and investments, to facilitate 
increased access to yield-enhancing inputs, particularly fertilizers, seeds and pesticides, and 
enhance intra-regional and inter-regional trade in agricultural products;  
 
Calls for a policy commitment from African Governments and their development partners to 
ensure that food aid supplies are home-grown and sourced from domestic rather than imported 
food supplies, accompanied by the establishment of strategic grain reserves stocked with food 
products grown in Africa. We commit to support policies and programmes to improve the 
nutrition of the most vulnerable social groups, based on home-grown food items;  
 
Supports efforts to enhance national and regional capacities to mitigate exposure to disaster risk 
by institutionalizing effective financial and other instruments such as strategic grain reserves, 
budgeted contingency funds as well as through risk sharing across subregions. 
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878 (XLIII)  Initiatives for  Africa’s Development 
 

The Conference of Ministers, 
 
Recognizing the importance of promoting in African countries highly sustainable investments 
sufficient to provide new job opportunities within the region and reduce unemployment, 
 
Noting such impediments to promoting investments and income growth in most African countries 
as infrastructure and energy deficits, relatively fragmented and fragile economic institutions and 
weak economic structures, underdeveloped financial and private sectors, weak legal and 
regulatory frameworks and significant investments-savings gaps, underdeveloped educational 
and vocational systems, that hinder Africa’s ambitions to reduce poverty and achieve growth and 
stifle its voice through under-representation in most international forums including international 
financial institutions and main country groups, 
 
Welcomes and takes note of the proposed “Invest Africa” initiative to be convened by Egypt in 
collaboration with the African Union Commission in 2011, aimed at attracting investments, 
especially for closing infrastructure gaps in Africa; 

Also welcomes and takes note of other proposed initiatives to help Africa to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and promote high sustainable growth rates: “Educate 
Africa”, to help modernize education systems in Africa; “Train Africa” to promote vocational 
education systems and help close a significant supply-demand mismatch in Africa’s labour 
markets; and “Voice Africa” to help increase Africa’s voice and representation in international 
bodies and forums, main country groups, and in promoting African interests in formulating 
global economic policies. 


