
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Side-event at the occasion of the 59th Session of the Commission on 

the Status of Women  

Organized by the UN Regional Commissions  

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) 

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC) 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP) 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 

Date: 11 March 2015, 6:30 -7:45 pm 

Location: Conference Room E-GA Building 
 

Women’s Economic Empowerment:  

Strategies and Outlooks from the Regions 
 

 



Description:  

This panel will focus on the centrality of economic participation to women’s 

empowerment and gender equality. The Regional Commissions will make brief 

presentations that address key elements in their respective regions that have affected 

women’s access to decent work and economic resources, with an overview of strategic 

approaches towards greater and more productive labor participation for women, 

particularly in the post-2015 development framework. Panelists will give short 7 minute 

presentations followed by a discussion and questions/answers.  

6:30-6:40 The Moderator will briefly highlight the various elements which link the 

investment in women’s economic empowerment with gender equality, poverty 

eradication and inclusive economic growth.  She will introduce the panelists, giving also 

some information about the UN Regional Commissions.  

 

6:40- 7:15 Presentations  

The presentations from the Regional commissions will focus on their respective regions 

and will highlight:  

 

 How public policies and emerging issues have affected women’s labor 

participation and their access to resources;  

 How assuring women’s economic rights contribute to sustainable development 

goals; 

 Best practices and examples of how to improve women’s access to economic 

resources and strengthen social protection mechanisms, particularly those related 

to the workplace environment; 

 How the role of women’s entrepreneurship can/could contribute to women’s 

empowerment and sustainable development aims.   

 

Moderator:   

Professor Jennifer Olmsted, Professor of Economics, Drew University, and former 

UNFPA Gender Adviser 

 

Panelists: 

ECE:  Mr. Christian Friis Bach, Executive Secretary and Under Secretary General; 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe  

ECA:  Thokozile (Thoko) Ruzvidzo, Coordinator, African Centre for Gender; United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

ECLAC:  Ms. Pamela Villalobos Koeniger, Social Affairs Officer, Gender Division; 

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

ESCAP:  Ms. Nanda Krairiksh, Director, Social Development Division; United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific 

ESCWA:  Ms. Samira Atallah, Director, ESCWA Centre for Women; United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

 

7:15-7:40 Open discussion with participants, interventions from the floor, and 

concluding remarks  


