
RCNYO 8 October 2012  

 1 

Dialogue of Executive Secretaries with the Second Committee on  
"Follow-up to Rio+20: Actions and considerations at the Regional Level” 

6 November 2012, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
ECOSOC Chamber 

 
 

Concept Note 
 

Background 
 
The Rio+20 Conference, held on 20-22 June 2012, culminated in the adoption of outcome 
document titled “The Future We Want”.  The outcome document indicates a renewed 
commitment on the part of all countries to work towards sustainable development with a new 
energy and purpose. While providing clear mandates on a number of issues, the document also 
set into motion a number of processes within the General Assembly, which should logically 
culminate in due course in strong outcomes for advancing sustainable development. 
 
The outcome document emphasizes the significant role played by Regional Commissions, 
including  their subregional offices, in promoting a balanced integration of the economic, social 
and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, and underscores the need to support 
them including through the United Nations system in the effective operationalization and 
implementation of sustainable development.  It calls for more efficient and effective capacity-
building, development and implementation of regional agreements and arrangements as 
appropriate, and exchange of information, best practices and lessons learned. It recognizes the 
need to ensure effective linkage among global, regional, subregional and national processes, and 
encourages the enhancement of the United Nations Regional Commissions and their subregional 
offices.  The outcome document also provides specific mandates to the Regional Commissions for 
supporting countries, upon their request, in the implementation of green economy policies in the 
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication; and calls upon the Regional 
Commissions, with the support of other entities within the UN system, to collect and compile 
national inputs on integrated and scientifically based information on sustainable development. In 
addition, it also acknowledges the contribution of regional actions including those taken under 
the umbrella of the regional commissions to implement sustainable development and calls for 
their further development and implementation.  Therefore, the role and contribution of the 
Regional Commissions has received strong recognition in the outcome document. 
 
The dialogue will provide an opportunity for the Regional Commissions to share regional efforts 
and initiatives, including roadmaps and action plans developed by them to support member 
states in the implementation of the outcome of the Rio+20.  It will also provide important 
reflections into the ongoing debates and processes at the global level, including those related to 
the high-level forum on sustainable development and the open working group on SDGs.  
 
Objectives 

(i) Presentation of regional efforts and initiatives, including roadmap and action plans 
developed to implement the outcomes of the Rio+20 Conference; 

(ii) Enhanced understanding among stakeholders of the multidisciplinary approach, and 
the use of partnerships with stakeholders within and outside the UN system, being 
adopted by the Commissions to support countries in the implementation of the 
Rio+20 outcomes; 

(iii) Recognition of the role of the Regional Commissions in providing regional inputs, 
and serving as regional platforms for feeding into and implementing the outcomes of 
processes underway in the General Assembly, including the open working group on 
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SDGs and discussions on the proposed high-level forum on sustainable 
development. 

 
Format and structure of Dialogue 
The Dialogue will be chaired by the Chair of the Second Committee of the 67th session of the GA,  
H.E. Ambassador George Talbot of Guyana. It will be moderated by the current Coordinator of 
the Regional Commissions, Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary of ESCAP. The 
presentations by the five Executive Secretaries will be followed by a question and answer session.  
 
Target audience 
The target audience for the Dialogue are the representatives of member states to the Second 
Committee, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and UN system 
entities.   
 

***** 
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