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Dialogue of Executive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions  
with the Second Committee of the General Assembly 

"Inter-regional cooperation: An enabler for the post 2015 development agenda” 
31 October 2013, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
UNHQ/NY, Conference Room 2 (CB) 

 
Concept Note 

 
Background 

The global South has emerged as an important player on the global economic stage notwithstanding 
the development challenges faced by many developing countries. A growing share of South trade is 
within the South and developing countries have emerged as important players in service and 
infrastructure investment, including information and communications technology services, health and 
education services, tourism and transport, initially concentrated within the regions, but also 
increasingly taking place across the regions.   The Secretary-General report “A life of dignity for all: 
accelerating progress towards the Millennium Development Goals and advancing the United Nations 
development agenda beyond 2015” stresses that South-South and regional cooperation will play a 
key role as an enabler for the post 2015 development agenda. 

The guiding principles of South-South cooperation (national ownership and sovereignty, solidarity, 
equality, mutual respect and benefit, and freedom from any conditionality) have characterised regional 
and interregional cooperation among developing countries as a “partnership” rather than a donor-
recipient relationship. Focus of this type of cooperation is on capacity-building, technical assistance, 
infrastructural development and sharing of development experiences. Together with the growing 
trends of inter-regional South-South trade, foreign direct investment flows, financial cooperation and 
broader development cooperation, may prove to be important enablers for the effective 
implementation of a post-2015 development agenda, including through accelerated regional 
integration.  

The dialogue of the Executive Secretaries of the United Nations Regional Commissions with the 
Second Committee of the General Assembly will provide an opportunity to bring to the global level the 
emerging patterns of inter-regional South-South and triangular cooperation and will illustrate how 
inter-regional cooperation can play a role as an enabler for the post 2015 development agenda on a 
range of issues. Linkages and ramifications for the traditional North-South cooperation would also be 
addressed. 

Expected outcomes 

A better understanding of: 
(i) The trends and potential of inter-regional South-South and triangular cooperation as 

enabler for the post 2015 development agenda; 
(ii) Regional and sub-regional efforts and initiatives to promote inter-regional cooperation and 

collaboration as a means of strengthening ties between countries and regions, and 
enhancing their respective capabilities in support of the post 2015 development agenda; 

(iii) The Regional Commissions’ catalytic role in promoting inter-regional cooperation in 
support of the post 2015 development agenda; 

Format and structure of Dialogue 

The Dialogue will be chaired by the Chair of the Second Committee of the 68th session of the GA, His 
Excellency Ambassador Abdou Salam Diallo (Senegal). It will be moderated by the current 
Coordinator of the United Nations Regional Commissions, Ms. Alicia Barcena, Under-Secretary-
General and Executive Secretary of ECLAC. The presentations of the Regional Commissions will be 
followed by an interactive question and answer session. 
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Target audience 

The target audience for the Dialogue are Member States, intergovernmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations, UN system and other interested entities. 

 

For more information, please visit www.un.org/regionalcommissions  

 

 

 

 

 

 


