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(summary) 

The Rio+20 outcome document  recognized the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable 
development and urged regional and subregional organizations, including the United Nations 
regional commissions to play an active role in promoting sustainable development, including 
through harmonization of relevant development policies, plans and programmes, as well as capacity 
building, exchange of information, best practices and lessons learned.  

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is one of the first UN regional 
commissions established by ECOSOC. It includes 56 countries of North America, Europe and Central 
Asia. It is the most advanced and diverse region in the world where the UN has minimal presence 
but an unfinished development agenda. UNECE supports regional integration and cooperation in two 
ways:  

• Normative work, i. e. development of legal instruments, norms and standards in the areas of 
transport; statistics, environment; economic cooperation and integration; trade, sustainable energy; 
timber and forestry; housing and land management, population, and  

• Operational work, i.e. technical cooperation aimed at assisting countries with economies in 
transition to accede to/or implement UNECE legal instruments, norms and standards in these areas.  

UNECE legal instruments, norms and standards directly benefit people by improving their access to 
food, water and sanitation, energy and housing, technology and innovation; by promoting 
sustainable management of natural (water, forests and land) resources, sustainable urban 
development, sustainable transport , etc. They promote safe, healthy and environmentally sound 
lifestyles of people, increase their voice and participation in decision making and improve their 
quality of life. 

In my short intervention I provided just a few examples of the UNECE work. Key to all these activities 
are a) synergies between analytical, normative and operational work, b) interconnections between 
economic, social and environmental dimensions, c) linkages between national, regional and global 
levels, and d) cooperation and partnerships with all relevant stakeholders in the UNECE region. 
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